Little house of prayer for the week of Jul 13-19, 2014
XV Sunday in Ordinary Time

“If the sower sows, and the seed is fertile, why is there no fruit?” 

1. The Word of God


Reading 1 – Isaiah 55:10-11

Thus says the LORD:  Just as from the heavens the rain and snow come down and do not return there till they have watered the earth, making it fertile and fruitful, giving seed to the one who sows and bread to the one who eats, so shall my word be that goes forth from my mouth; my word shall not return to me void, but shall do my will, achieving the end for which I sent it.

The Word of the Lord / Thanks be to God
Responsorial Psalm – Psalm 65:10, 11, 12-13, 14
R.  The seed that falls on good ground will yield a fruitful harvest.
You have visited the land and watered it; greatly have you enriched it.

God’s watercourses are filled; you have prepared the grain.

Thus have you prepared the land: drenching its furrows, breaking up its clods,

Softening it with showers, blessing its yield.

You have crowned the year with your bounty, and your paths overflow with a rich harvest;

The untilled meadows overflow with it, and rejoicing clothes the hills.

The fields are garmented with flocks and the valleys blanketed with grain.

They shout and sing for joy.

Reading 2 – Romans 8:18-23
Brothers and sisters:  I consider that the sufferings of this present time are as nothing compared with the glory to be revealed for us.  For creation awaits with eager expectation the revelation of the children of God; for creation was made subject to futility, not of its own accord but because of the one who subjected it, in hope that creation itself would be set free from slavery to corruption and share in the glorious freedom of the children of God.  We know that all creation is groaning in labor pains even until now; and not only that, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, we also groan within ourselves as we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies.

The Word of the Lord / Thanks be to God

Proclamation of the Holy Gospel according to Matthew (Matthew 13:1-23)
+++ Glory to you, Lord

On that day, Jesus went out of the house and sat down by the sea.  Such large crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat down, and the whole crowd stood along the shore.  And he spoke to them at length in parables, saying:  “A sower went out to sow, and as he sowed, some seed fell on the path, and birds came and ate it up.  Some fell on rocky ground, where it had little soil.  It sprang up at once because the soil was not deep, and when the sun rose it was scorched, and it withered for lack of roots.  Some seed fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked it.  But some seed fell on rich soil, and produced fruit, a hundred or sixty or thirtyfold.  Whoever has ears ought to hear.”

The disciples approached him and said, “Why do you speak to them in parables?”  He said to them in reply,

“Because knowledge of the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven has been granted to you, but to them it has not been granted.  To anyone who has, more will be given and he will grow rich; from anyone who has not, even what he has will be taken away.  This is why I speak to them in parables, because they look but do not see and hear but do not listen or understand.  Isaiah’s prophecy is fulfilled in them, which says:

You shall indeed hear but not understand, you shall indeed look but never see.  Gross is the heart of this people, they will hardly hear with their ears,  they have closed their eyes, lest they see with their eyes and hear with their ears and understand with their hearts and be converted, and I heal them.

“But blessed are your eyes, because they see, and your ears, because they hear.  Amen, I say to you, many prophets and righteous people longed to see what you see but did not see it, and to hear what you hear but did not hear it.
“Hear then the parable of the sower.  The seed sown on the path is the one who hears the word of the kingdom without understanding it, and the evil one comes and steals away what was sown in his heart.  The seed sown on rocky ground is the one who hears the word and receives it at once with joy.  But he has no root and lasts only for a time.  When some tribulation or persecution comes because of the word, he immediately falls away. 

The seed sown among thorns is the one who hears the word, but then worldly anxiety and the lure of riches choke the word and it bears no fruit.  But the seed sown on rich soil is the one who hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields a hundred or sixty or thirtyfold.”

The Gospel of the Lord / Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ
2. References for a better understanding of the Gospel
The Gospel that we just read does not need too much explanation, except for a minute detail, this being, that it begins with the words:  “On that day…”

In the previous chapter, Matthew told us that the Pharisees had accused Jesus of casting out demons with the power of Beelzebul, the prince of demons (Matthew 12:24) and, after He set them straight, they asked Him for a “sign” to confirm that God was truly with Him…  to which He responded that the only “sign” they would get would be the sign of the prophet Jonah (“For as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the whale, so will the Son of man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth” – Matthew 12:40).  With this, He pre-announced that He would rise from the dead on the third day, however, it is clear that nobody understood at that moment what He was saying.

Matthew tells us that the event in today’s Gospel happened on the same day… which will probably lead us to think about how “dry” and “infertile” were the hearts of the Pharisees, the Scribes and the masters of the Law…

We will now stop for a moment to explain what parables are, for Jesus used this resource on many occasions while He taught the crowds, and found them especially effective when speaking to simple people:

The Merriam-Webster dictionary defines the word parable as: “a usually short fictitious story that illustrates a moral attitude or a religious principle.”

Trying to clarify this concept, we can say that parables are an expressive resource, i.e., a method or special way of conveying ideas, which involves the use of a made up or imaginary story, that could very well have happened, that allows the listener to draw some knowledge when comparing that story with his own experience, since it ultimately makes the reader or listener realize that the conclusion can very well apply to his own concerns. 

Like fables, parables often tell a simple, singular and specific action, without strange details or circumstances that may lead to distraction, but unlike fables and metaphors, parables do not contain magical, fantastic or fancy elements, but on the contrary, are centered in common activities of everyday life and speak about events or observations that could very well be real, or at least, credible.

The essential purpose of the parables is to “illustrate,” that is, shedding some light on a topic, particularly of a profound and spiritual nature, using circumstances or situations that are easy to imagine, understand and remember later on.

The parable is, precisely, one of the simplest forms of storytelling.  It creates an environment, describes an action and, finally, refers the results.

Often (although today’s Parable of the Sower is not precisely one of them), parables also involve a character who faces a moral conflict, or carries out a questionable action and then suffers the negative consequences of having made the wrong choices, or conversely, enjoys the rewards of having made the right decisions.  Such is the case of many parables told by Jesus, as the one of the Prodigal Son, the one about the great dinner, the one about getting the last place at the banquet, the one of the killer tenants of the vineyard, the one of Lazarus and the rich man, and so on.

When Jesus taught in parables, those who listened with an open heart, learned easily, for He not only arouse their interest and maintained their attention, but He also helped engrave in their minds and hearts forever, the spiritual truth that He wanted to convey.

Additionally, the method of the parables allowed the Lord to avoid any anticipated condemnations, preventing His enemies from using specific arguments to accuse Him.

As we see in today’s Gospel, and many others, after teaching His people in parables, our Lord continued to teach His disciples in private, in a more direct and profound way than it was possible with the people.  And so, He formed them, since He would later entrust them to teach those truths.
Since it is our good Lord Jesus, who tells us with absolute clarity and detail, the “Parable of the Sower,” we will not attempt to make any clarifications, however, it is important that we are always attentive when we hear the Word of God, and think what kind of “ground” we want to be:

If we do not pay due attention (because we are distracted, or because we believe that "we already know the passage”), and we miss what the Lord specifically wanted us to learn through His Word, we will be like the ground that the seeds of God cannot even reach in order to germinate.

If the difficulties of life prevent us from doing what God asks us to do, we will be like the rocky ground.  When temptation overcomes us and leads us to disregard what the Lord advices, we will be like the thorny ground.  But, if we meditate often about the Word of God, and beg Him in prayer to give us His Light and Strength to persevere and faithfully follow Him, we will be like the fertile ground.  End of story!
However, there is a phrase in this Gospel that we would like to point out because it may lead us to confusion.  The Lord says:  “To anyone who has, more will be given and he will grow rich; from anyone who has not, even what he has will be taken away.”
If this phrase is not analyzed in its right context, one could easily conclude that God is not just and impartial, or that He is not good…  But, it is necessary to understand that here, Jesus is specifically speaking to us about Grace and, in particular, about the one that is necessary to understand the Truths of the Kingdom.
We know that life in grace is indispensable to reach salvation, and by the gifts that God has given us, all of us have the possibility of living in Perfect Communion with Him and among ourselves.
We have the gift of reason (to discern what is good or bad), the freedom (to choose between good and evil), and the will (to always direct our lives to practice that which is good)…
But, he who voluntarily separates himself from God and His Grace, clearly will lose the gifts that the Lord originally granted him:  His reason will be blurred, and he will try to justify himself for his evil ways; it will condition his freedom as a result of sin, and will gradually lose the strength of the will by not using it when he finds himself surrounded by temptation.

Whoever finds himself in this situation is “with a gross heart,” as the Lord says today, therefore, his eyes do not want to see, his ears do not want to listen, and his heart does not want to understand…  Jesus tells here that, if they did see, hear and understand, they would be “converted, and I would heal them…”  But, what if they do not want?  What if we do not want…?  God respects the freedom of human beings to the unthinkable, for it is in this freedom that we are made “in the image of God…”
And so, we see that, far from being an injustice from the Lord that “he who has more, more will be given, and he who has not, even what he has will be taken away,” it is one of His supreme acts of Justice…  It is precisely like that, that He makes justice with the use that we give to our freedom; rewarding us with more graces and gifts, when we make good use of the ones He gives us, and allowing us to lose the graces, when we let this happen by our own free will.
Finally, Jesus tells us:  “But blessed are your eyes, because they see, and your ears, because they hear.  Amen, I say to you, many prophets and righteous people longed to see what you see but did not see it, and to hear what you hear but did not hear it.”
What can we say then, about this Apostolate that did not come to exist (as the majority of ecclesiastic movements) specifically “by inspiration,” but “by revelation…?”

What can we say about the treasures that the Lord has given us, to be able to learn and to do, and what about the graces and wonders that He has allowed us to see…?  All that is left for us to do is remember, with holy fear, that whoever has more, will be accountable for more…  May God be always Merciful to us, and be with us every moment of our lives, that we may bear the fruits that He expects from every one of us!

3. Questions to lead the reflection (Read each item slowly, and leave a moment of silence after each question to allow our brothers and sisters to reflect):
a) How is the ground of my spiritual life… thorny, rocky, or good?  What is the Word of God for me, a seed that bears fruit, or simply a collection of “words of wisdom” that often do not make an echo in my decisions or actions?
b) What is my attitude as a sower?  What do I do, to live every day according to the Gospel?  Do I study the Word?  Do I firmly resolve to convert after I read it?  Do I pray and ask the Lord for His Light and Strength?

c) “To anyone who has, more will be given and he will grow rich; from anyone who has not, even what he has will be taken away.”  How much have I received?  How much have I made?  Do I have enough, or do not have?  Do I give, or not give to others?
d) What are the “stones,” the “thorns,” or the “birds” that kill the Word of God in my life?

e) Do I believe that I am the good seed of the sack?  Do I believe that the Lord would choose me as a seed to bring His Word to the ground that needs sowing?  Come harvest time, how much fruit would I return to the Lord?

4. Comments from the brothers and sisters: After a few moments of silence, the participants of the Little House of Prayer will be given time to speak, to express their opinions, reflections and comments.  As always, we will seek everyone’s participation.
5. Concordances between the Holy Gospel and the Catechism of the Catholic Church

What Faith tells us (Canons 104 and 108):
104 In Sacred Scripture, the Church constantly finds her nourishment and her strength, for she welcomes it not as a human word, "but as what it really is, the word of God". "In the sacred books, the Father who is in heaven comes lovingly to meet his children, and talks with them."

108 Still, the Christian faith is not a "religion of the book." Christianity is the religion of the "Word" of God, a word which is "not a written and mute word, but the Word which is incarnate and living". If the Scriptures are not to remain a dead letter, Christ, the eternal Word of the living God, must, through the Holy Spirit, "open [our] minds to understand the Scriptures."
 

Our response should be (Canons 1724 and 2654 - Fertility of the Divine Word):
1724 The Decalogue, the Sermon on the Mount, and the apostolic catechesis describe for us the paths that lead to the Kingdom of heaven. Sustained by the grace of the Holy Spirit, we tread them, step by step, by everyday acts. By the working of the Word of Christ, we slowly bear fruit in the Church to the glory of God.

2654 The spiritual writers, paraphrasing Matthew 7:7, summarize in this way the dispositions of the heart nourished by the word of God in prayer "Seek in reading and you will find in meditating; knock in mental prayer and it will be opened to you by contemplation."

6. Reflection with the Great Crusade  CL 150  – Jesus
Little children, seeds of the new crop, come to My granary, remain here; very soon My Father will send His Angels to till the soil, the field of the Lord.  Then He Himself will blow and puff, eliminating each bad seed and fragment.  He will separate the good seed from the bad one and My Divine wish is for you all to be the good seed.  Allow Me, your Master and Lord, to choose and select you with My own hands, to search for you and find you with My merciful look.  You do not comprehend that, many times, the best seed is found hidden between brambles and thorns and the good sower knows how to recognize it upon seeing that this seed has not died in spite of having been harmed and distanced from the rest.
7. Final Comments or Questions: Once again, the participants will be given time to speak briefly about the excerpts from the Catechism, the Great Crusade or any other topic of interest to the House of Prayer, the Apostolate or the Church in general.

8. Virtue of the Month:  This month, we will practice the virtue of Faith (Catechism of the Catholic Church 1666, 2609, 2690, 2087, 2088, 2089)
Faith is the theological virtue by which we believe in God and believe all that he has said and revealed to us, and that Holy Church proposes for our belief, because he is truth itself.  By faith "man freely commits his entire self to God." (DV 5)  For this reason the believer seeks to know and do God's will. "The righteous shall live by faith." (Romans 1:17)  Living faith "work[s] through charity." (Galatians 5:6)

This week, we will meditate upon Canon 2690, which textually says:


2690 The Holy Spirit gives to certain of the faithful the gifts of wisdom, faith and discernment for the sake of this common good which is prayer (spiritual direction).  Men and women so endowed are true servants of the living tradition of prayer.  According to St. John of the Cross, the person wishing to advance toward perfection should "take care into whose hands he entrusts himself, for as the master is, so will the disciple be, and as the father is so will be the son."  And further: "In addition to being learned and discreet a director should be experienced… If the spiritual director has no experience of the spiritual life, he will be incapable of leading into it the souls whom God is calling to it, and he will not even understand them."

And the Great Crusade tells us: CM 20 – Jesus


Be attentive to discernment through obedience.  Listen in silence; it is better to live in silence than to

live in deception and pride.  If your spiritual directors say that you may speak on a particular topic, then the good works of God will flow through you because you have first received the approval of the person who advises you about them.

9. Weekly purposes:
In relation to the Gospel:  I will meditate in prayer, what are the fruits that I can offer to God, and what are the fruits of my conversion, that I can put at the service of my Apostolate.


In relation to this month’s virtue:  If I still do not have a spiritual director, I will look for one, who can guide me… someone that I trust, and I can ask to lead me.  Someone who can help me put my life in order, as God would want me to do.






