Little house of prayer for the week of Jul 20-26, 2011
XVI Sunday in Ordinary Time
“Inflexible with sin, lenient with sinners”
1. The Word of God


Reading 1 – Wisdom 12:13, 16-19
There is no god besides you who have the care of all, that you need show you have not unjustly condemned.

For your might is the source of justice; your mastery over all things makes you lenient to all.  For you show your might when the perfection of your power is disbelieved; and in those who know you, you rebuke temerity.

But though you are master of might, you judge with clemency, and with much lenience you govern us; for power, whenever you will, attends you.  And you taught your people, by these deeds, that those who are just must be kind; and you gave your children good ground for hope that you would permit repentance for their sins.

The Word of the Lord / Thanks be to God
Responsorial Psalm – Psalm 86:5-6, 9-10, 15-16
R.  Lord you are good and forgiving.
You, O LORD, are good and forgiving, abounding in kindness to all who call upon you.

Hearken, O LORD, to my prayer and attend to the sound of my pleading.

All the nations you have made shall come and worship you, O LORD, and glorify your name.

For you are great, and you do wondrous deeds; you alone are God.
You, O LORD, are a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in kindness and fidelity.

Turn toward me, and have pity on me; give your strength to your servant.
Reading 2 – Romans 8:26-27
Brothers and sisters:  The Spirit comes to the aid of our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes with inexpressible groanings.  And the one who searches hearts knows what the intention of the Spirit is, because he intercedes for the holy ones according to God’s will.

The Word of the Lord / Thanks be to God

Proclamation of the Holy Gospel according to Matthew (Matthew 13:24-43)
Jesus proposed another parable to the crowds, saying: “The kingdom of heaven may be likened to a man who sowed good seed in his field.  While everyone was asleep his enemy came and sowed weeds all through the wheat, and then went off.  When the crop grew and bore fruit, the weeds appeared as well.  The slaves of the householder came to him and said, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your field?  Where have the weeds come from?’ He answered, ‘An enemy has done this.’  His slaves said to him, ‘Do you want us to go and pull them up?’ He replied, ‘No, if you pull up the weeds you might uproot the wheat along with them.  Let them grow together until harvest; then at harvest time I will say to the harvesters, “First collect the weeds and tie them in bundles for burning; but gather the wheat into my barn.”’”
He proposed another parable to them.  “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that a person took and sowed in a field.  It is the smallest of all the seeds, yet when full-grown it is the largest of plants.  It becomes a large bush, and the ‘birds of the sky come and dwell in its branches.’”
He spoke to them another parable.  “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed with three measures of wheat flour until the whole batch was leavened.”

All these things Jesus spoke to the crowds in parables.  He spoke to them only in parables, to fulfill what had been said through the prophet:  I will open my mouth in parables; I will announce what has lain hidden from the foundation of the world.
Then, dismissing the crowds, he went into the house.  His disciples approached him and said, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds in the field.”  He said in reply, “He who sows good seed is the Son of Man, the field is the world, the good seed the children of the kingdom.  The weeds are the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sows them is the devil. The harvest is the end of the age, and the harvesters are angels. Just as weeds are collected and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age.
The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all who cause others to sin and all evildoers.  They will throw them into the fiery furnace, where there will be wailing and grinding of teeth.  Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father.  Whoever has ears ought to hear.”
The Gospel of the Lord / Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ
2. References for a better understanding of the Gospel
In today’s Gospel, Jesus shows up again as a teacher in love with that which is simple, common and small, and He once again uses parables to preach about the sowing and the seeds; the insignificance of a mustard seed; the branches of the trees, the birds, and the yeast, like the one He must have seen many times in the sweet hands of His loving Mother Mary…
In other circumstances, He would have spoken about the flowers, about going fishing, about His friends, the children, the lilies of the field… and many other “small” things that give true meaning to life, to teach us lessons of incalculable substance.
Today, as last week, it is Jesus again Who explains the first parable, better known as the "parable of the wheat and the tares (weeds)," or simply "the parable of the tares (weeds)" ... However, there are some things that we believe important to highlight, to be meditated from a historical and social context.  Let’s see:
Jesus tells us that the enemy sowed weeds "while people were sleeping"...  If we consider the explanation that He gives us about what the weed represents, i.e., "the people of the evil one" (which by extension also includes all evil attitudes and behaviors), we will clearly notice the usual conduct of the enemy of souls, always acting sneaky, cunningly and unnoticeably, almost "hiding" (as the great deceiver that he is:  "the father of all lies"), because if he came out in the open, he would have less opportunities to succeed… because once discovered, it would be much easier for us to reject him…
Indeed, evil is looming everywhere, often disguised as good.  Therefore, it is no wonder that we often find ourselves engaged in problems that afflict us, threatening to take away our peace, to the point of making us feel overwhelmed…

First at work, where we should profess our faith (precisely because that is where the word "profession" originates); second, at home, that should be a haven of joy, of mutual enrichment,  a testimony of communion, and finally, within our Apostolate, in the course of all the activities we performed "to serve the Lord and establish His Kingdom…”
Why should this happen to us…?  Today, the Lord gives us a very clear explanation about why, but He also tells us how we should “manage these situations:” The “enemy” is always on the lookout:  bothering us through the “issues” that other people have, but also “using” our wounds, our weaknesses, our bad tendencies or inclinations, simply for the only reason that we are human.

From there, that in spite of the good seed that the Gospel brings to our lives, in spite of the manure and fertilizers that we throw in our soil, even when we irrigate our land through the sacraments, prayer and inspirational readings (among other multiple resources), the weed that is sown by the enemy will always appear, especially when what we are doing is most important to the building of the Kingdom...
What can we or should we do...?  Should we try to uproot the weeds and the risk removing much of the good plants...?  Well, this would be everyone’s first impulse… very human and not very thoughtful, but the Lord of the Field wisely advises us to wait for a while, until the time of the harvest, to avoid losing, if possible, not even one of the good plants.
Of course, it is also important (especially when our own soil is concerned), to plant the good seed, apply the fertilizers, water the seeds abundantly and “stay vigilant,” as much as possible, so the common enemy will not find us “asleep” and fill our land with weeds.
How can we specifically guard this land...?  By being attentive, frequently checking our perceptions, what we see, what we hear and what we think, and prevent, as much as possible, that the weeds will nest in our fields;  by always giving the benefit of the doubt to those who think differently from us and striving to bring peace, harmony and unity wherever we are.
This lesson should help us put into perspective, the difficult spiritual struggle in which we are immersed, but not with the intention to be afraid, but rather, to strengthen us in faith, prayer, hope... in the absolute trust that we should have in the Mercy of God.
The three parables in today’s passage are a hymn of faith, hope and its human counterpart:  the patience that must complement the first two (faith and hope), which are God-given gifts (therefore, we must ask for them!)  

And so, the good seed will produce fruit, in spite of any weeds sown by the enemy.  The tiny mustard seed will become a big tree, able to shelter hundreds of birds under its branches.  The "pinch" or small piece of yeast and the wheat will let you taste a delicious bread...
But the three processes will take their time, and we must have the fortitude and patience to persevere even if we cannot see immediate results... This is how the Church came to be, from a handful of friends, so our apostolic labors will also bear fruit, to the extent that we heed the recommendation of Jesus, moved to the rank of "community task" by St. Paul in the Letter to the Ephesians (Chapter 6:  We recommend that you read this at the end of today's catechesis)...
Watch and pray, with and for each other:  this is the best way to "water and weed our fields," while we expect in hope, the fulfillment of God’s promises…

In addition, Jesus teaches us that everything that is great, as the same Kingdom of Heaven, begins small; with faith, much hope and patience, the Lord will take care of it and let it bear plenty of good fruit in due time.
Speaking of the New Evangelization, the former Cardinal Ratzinger, said the following:
“Everyone needs the Gospel; the Gospel is destined to all and not only to a specific circle and this is why we are obliged to look for new ways of bringing the Gospel to all.
Yet another temptation lies hidden beneath this—the temptation of impatience, the temptation of immediately finding the great success, in finding large numbers. But this is not God's way. For the Kingdom of God as well as for evangelization, the instrument and vehicle of the Kingdom of God, the parable of the grain of mustard seed is always valid (see Mark 4:31-32).

The Kingdom of God always starts anew under this sign. New evangelization cannot mean: immediately attracting the large masses that have distanced themselves from the Church by using new and more refined methods. No—this is not what new evangelization promises.
New evangelization means: never being satisfied with the fact that from the grain of mustard seed, the great tree of the Universal Church grew; never thinking that the fact that different birds may find place among its branches can suffice—rather, it means to dare, once again and with the humility of the small grain, to leave up to God the when and how it will grow (Mark 4:26-29).

Large things always begin from the small seed, and the mass movements are always ephemeral.”  (The New Evangelization, Rome, June 30, 2001. www.zenit.org)
3. Questions to lead the reflection (Read each item slowly, and leave a moment of silence after each question to allow our brothers and sisters to reflect):
a) How many times have I been “weed” and have hurt my brothers and sisters, starting gossip, slandering people and promoting misunderstandings?
b) Do I realize that prayer and the Sacraments will make me the wheat that will shine like the sun, to be separated from the weed?
c) Am I lenient, patient and charitable with the defects of others, or on the contrary:  Do I get upset and react negatively, or judge them without mercy?  How can I mercifully help others to recognize the evil in their lives?    Do we practice fraternal correction in our small community?

d) Knowing that “nobody is clean wheat” and recognizing that weed is not only sown in society, but in individuals, too, do I make an effort to discover and remove the weed that may be planted in me?

4. Comments from the brothers and sisters: After a few moments of silence, the participants of the Little House of Prayer will be given time to speak, to express their opinions, reflections and comments.  As always, we will seek everyone’s participation.
5. Concordances between the Holy Gospel and the Catechism of the Catholic Church

827 "Christ, ‘holy, innocent, and undefiled,' knew nothing of sin, but came only to expiate the sins of the people. The Church, however, clasping sinners to her bosom, at once holy and always in need of purification, follows constantly the path of penance and renewal" (LG 8).  All members of the Church, including her ministers, must acknowledge that they are sinners (Cfr. 1 John 1:8-10).
In everyone, the weeds of sin will still be mixed with the good wheat of the Gospel until the end of time (Cfr. Matthew 13:24-30).  Hence the Church gathers sinners already caught up in Christ's salvation but still on the way to holiness:  The Church is therefore holy, though having sinners in her midst, because she herself has no other life but the life of grace. If they live her life, her members are sanctified; if they move away from her life, they fall into sins and disorders that prevent the radiation of her sanctity. This is why she suffers and does penance for those offenses, of which she has the power to free her children through the blood of Christ and the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
2850 The last petition to our Father is also included in Jesus' prayer: "I am not asking you to take them out of the world, but I ask you to protect them from the evil one" (John 17:15).  It touches each of us personally, but it is always "we" who pray, in communion with the whole Church, for the deliverance of the whole human family. The Lord's Prayer continually opens us to the range of God's economy of salvation. Our interdependence in the drama of sin and death is turned into solidarity in the Body of Christ, the "communion of saints.”
6. Reflection with the Great Crusade - CM 116 – Jesus
I strive to keep you distant from every offense against Me. That is what I do, and you also believe so. If you consider your acts of confession, it is a serious matter for you. Is that not so?  But tell Me, if a field of wheat has a great deal of chaff, how can you expect to destroy it all at once? Therefore, become convinced that before only the wheat of My grace remains, you need to work on your souls.  My Children, confess the same things, but do not give up on correcting yourselves because otherwise your chaff will choke My wheat. Today a little, tomorrow a little more, and with My help you will be free of burdens.
7. Virtue of the Month:  This month, we will practice the virtue of Faith (Catechism of the Catholic Church 1666, 2609, 2690, 2087, 2088, 2089)
Faith is the theological virtue by which we believe in God and believe all that he has said and revealed to us, and that Holy Church proposes for our belief, because he is truth itself.  By faith "man freely commits his entire self to God." (DV 5)  For this reason the believer seeks to know and do God's will. "The righteous shall live by faith." (Romans 1:17)  Living faith "work[s] through charity." (Galatians 5:6)

This week, we will meditate upon Canon 2087, which textually says:

2087 Our moral life has its source in faith in God who reveals his love to us. St. Paul speaks of the "obedience of faith" as our first obligation (Cfr. Romans 1:5; 16:26).  He shows that "ignorance of God" is the principle and explanation of all moral deviations (Cfr. Romans 1:18-32).  Our duty toward God is to believe in him and to bear witness to him.
And the Great Crusade tells us: CM 20 – Jesus
Have you observed that at dawn, when it is hardly light, life does not rise in the earth until the rays of the sun come out?  This is precisely what happens to human beings when they are in doubt, as if I failed to send them

My beneficent rays of light. In Me, there is no movement or rotation like there is in the sun and the earth, since I am always and immutably filled with light. It is the creature who does not know how to turn to Me, and, only because of that, does not receive My rays of light. They will not always be rays that produce joy, but one thing is certain, and that is that I always enlighten you, even if you do not notice. The difference lies not in Me but in you who sometimes receive My Light with joy and sometimes without any subsequent joy.
If all this were understood, then you would be calm and would not make any commotion.  Instead, you heave so many sighs precisely because you are deprived of that joy that guarantees you the presence of My Light.

For that reason, I tell you that you should feel safe and joyful because I am always present, even if I do not always make My presence felt.  I know what is best for you. Give Me a free hand. I will not leave you alone. No. I will never leave you. Believe this and cast your rationalism aside.

8. Weekly purposes:
In relation to the Gospel:  I will prepare, analyzing myself carefully and objectively, to identify my most frequent temptations, and I will then make a good confession.
In relation to this month’s virtue:  Parting from my confession, I will reflect about my attitudes and thoughts with regard to my faith and the Will of God for my life.
9. Final Comments or Questions: Once again, the participants will be given time to speak briefly about the excerpts from the Catechism, the Great Crusade or any other topic of interest to the House of Prayer, the Apostolate or the Church in general.







