Little house of prayer for the week of Jul 27–Aug 2, 2014
XVII Sunday in Ordinary Time
"We can take possession of a treasure, but the Kingdom of God takes possession of us"

1. The Word of God

Reading 1 – 1 Kings 3:5, 7-12

The LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream at night.  God said, “Ask something of me and I will give it to you.”  Solomon answered: “O LORD, my God, you have made me, your servant, king to succeed my father David; but I am a mere youth, not knowing at all how to act.  I serve you in the midst of the people whom you have chosen, a people so vast that it cannot be numbered or counted.  Give your servant, therefore, an understanding heart to judge your people and to distinguish right from wrong.  For, who is able to govern this vast people of yours?”

The LORD was pleased that Solomon made this request.  So God said to him: “Because you have asked for this— not for a long life for yourself, nor for riches, nor for the life of your enemies, but for understanding so that you may know what is right— I do as you requested.  I give you a heart so wise and understanding that there has never been anyone like you up to now, and after you there will come no one to equal you.”
The Word of the Lord / Thanks be to God

Responsorial Psalm – Psalm 119:57, 72, 76-77, 127-128, 129-130
R.  Lord, I love your commands.
I have said, O LORD, that my part is to keep your words.

The law of your mouth is to me more precious than thousands of gold and silver pieces.

Let your kindness comfort me according to your promise to your servants.

Let your compassion come to me that I may live, for your law is my delight.

For I love your command more than gold, however fine.

For in all your precepts I go forward; every false way I hate.

Wonderful are your decrees; therefore I observe them.

The revelation of your words sheds light, giving understanding to the simple.
Reading 2 – Romans 8:28-30
Brothers and sisters:  We know that all things work for good for those who love God, who are called according to his purpose.  For those he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, so that he might be the firstborn among many brothers and sisters. And those he predestined he also called; and those he called he also justified; and those he justified he also glorified.
The Word of the Lord / Thanks be to God

Proclamation of the Holy Gospel according to Matthew (Matthew 13:44-52)
+++ Glory to you, Lord

Jesus said to his disciples: “The kingdom of heaven is like a treasure buried in a field, which a person finds and hides again, and out of joy goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.  Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant searching for fine pearls.  When he finds a pearl of great price, he goes and sells all that he has and buys it.  Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net thrown into the sea, which collects fish of every kind.  When it is full they haul it ashore and sit down to put what is good into buckets.  What is bad they throw away.  Thus it will be at the end of the age.  The angels will go out and separate the wicked from the righteous and throw them into the fiery furnace, where there will be wailing and grinding of teeth.  “Do you understand all these things?”  They answered, “Yes.”  And he replied, “Then every scribe who has been instructed in the kingdom of heaven is like the head of a household who brings from his storeroom both the new and the old.”
The Gospel of the Lord / Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ
2. References for a better understanding of the Gospel
Today, Jesus keeps trying to make us understand, through parables, what the Kingdom of God is.  But, unlike what we read in the Gospels the past couple of weeks, He no longer speaks to us about the smallness and simplicity of the Kingdom, but rather, complements His previous teachings, by drawing our attention to the immensity of its value.

For this purpose, He uses two examples, to make a clear comparison between the Kingdom of Heaven, and two of the most precious possessions that anyone could have wished for, particularly at that time.

The two stories were probably very appropriate and easy to understand for those who were listening to Him, for many reasons:  First, because at the time, there were no banks, so burying was the most common and safe form of securing one’s money.  Second, because in ancient Palestine times, it was very common to bury people in their own land, with their jewelry and wealthy possessions.  Third, because the attitude of finding a treasure, hiding it again, and rushing back later to acquire the land of the hidden treasure, would be the most human thing to do in those circumstances…  “Make sure that no one notices:  I will buy this for less than what it is worth, and I will make the deal of my life...!”  Finally, because pearls were the most desired jewels at the time, and there were evidently some, so valuable that by virtue of their brightness and size could be exchanged for many others of a lesser value.
Just as Jesus’ disciples manifested having understood the parables quite clearly, it will not be difficult for us to interpret them:  The Kingdom of Heaven is worth more than any other thing that we could desire in this life:  wealth, power, pleasures, prestige, recognition, happiness…  Since everything we may obtain in this world will always be too little, and only for a short time, in relation to what spending Eternal Life with God will be like:  Having Everything Forever…!

But the Kingdom of Heaven is not only the “promised land” that, with the Lord’s blessing and the help of His Grace, we will hopefully arrive to, when we close our eyes (or, after “paying” some faults in purgatory), but it is a Reality that must be constructed in and from this world…  It is also the JOY that God makes us feel with His presence in this life; a JOY that we, too, must try to share with those around us, and with to whom God sends us, to evangelize, and speak to, in His Most Holy Name.

Finally, the Kingdom of Heaven is Christ Himself.  Finding Him and, once securely attached to Him, let yourself be driven by Him, to a generous and united struggle on behalf of others, in such a way that all personal interests take second or third place.  The treasure is Him and everything else that He is.
A preacher that I know says that “Not everyone who has been baptized is a Christian, but he who has truly found the real treasure, the one who has found Jesus.  Therefore, the issue is not only to be ‘followers,’ but FIRST AND FOREMOST, ‘discoverers’ of Christ.”
The great paradox is that, in order to “discover” Christ, we must first feed the spiritual life, through humble prayer and a trusting heart, generous service to our brothers and sisters– which many are unwilling to do, because without knowing it, they are serving other “gods…”  But, the good news is that, when this discovery happens, it illuminates every corner of our existence, and sets us in a definite path, filled with light and love, toward Eternity.
Seeking for happiness in this world, without God, is not only the most common mistake, but also the most regrettable; because experience shows us that, the more a human being gets in terms of worldly “satisfaction,” typically, the more profound his sense of emptiness and dissatisfaction within, given that it won’t be long before new “needs” appear, and it is that the spiritual dimension of every human being claims the Infinite with inaudible shouts…

Man is made in such a way that only God can fulfill him… The Christian life is a journey of fulfillment and true joy, because all of it is meant to possess a God, the Only Being, Who can soothe the need for man’s happiness.
“You have made us for yourself, O Lord, and our heart is restless until it rests in you." (St. Augustine, “Confessions” 1.1).  A Christian must know how to live in this world without being of the world; he must learn to give the just value to the things of this world, without anchoring his heart to any of them.  Furthermore, he must be willing to give up everything, knowing that his only true possession is God.
In the first two parables of the Gospel that we just read, we are told about some events that occurred in relation to something very valuable but, between the two, there is also a clear difference:  The man in the first parable accidentally finds the treasure, while in the second example, looks for the finest pearls… In fact, he knows how to do it and it is what he does for a living…
This difference is important, if we take into account what the Lord is trying to tell us, that just as some of us “surprisingly” find Jesus, because He wants to reveal Himself at the appropriate time, there are many others that, since the beginning of times, are trying to find the meaning of their existence, searching for that treasure that will make them feel alive and fulfilled, until suddenly, He allows Himself to be found…
But, regardless of how He may have revealed Himself to us for the first time, and whether we belong to the group of the “accidentals” or the “seekers,” the truth of the matter is, that once we begin our journey of conversion, we will find ourselves in both situations at different times… we will either be “searching” or “finding…  Therefore, it is fair to say that, we will spend most of our spiritual lives searching and finding, because there will be times when God will "appear” to us, all by Himself, and there will be other times when we will have to make a conscientious effort to seek Him…

In the third parable (which somehow reminds us the one of the wheat and the tares that we read last week), Jesus will “round up” the idea of how valuable the Kingdom of Heaven is, and how important it is to “find it,” while we have the opportunity to do so…  What kind of fish (the wicked or the righteous) will you want to be when the angels are separating the fish from the net?

We cannot read this passage of the Gospel without recalling the REAL story (we highlight the word “real” because this one was not parable)… about the rich young man who met Jesus…   This young man from Judea, who approached Him to ask what he could do (other than keeping the Commandments) to deserve eternal life…
Jesus told him:  "If you would be perfect, go, sell what you possess and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow me." (Matthew 19:21)  Immediately, the three synoptic Gospels (meaning, the Gospels of Matthew, Mark and Luke), tell us that, “When the young man heard this, he went away sorrowful; for he had great possessions…”  (Matthew 19:22)  Jesus then said something that may sound terrible:  “For it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God." (Luke 18:25)

If the majority of men understood and BELIEVED what Jesus wanted to say when He pronounced that sentence, perhaps more than half of all the evils would immediately disappear from the face of the earth.  How much damage, how much destruction!  How much tragedy and sorrow exist in the world on account of money, power and everything else associated with it!

And we are not saying that money, in particular, is bad, or that people who have it are evil…  The problem is in the attitude that people often have in relation to the material...  The problem is in the attachment to worldly things, the lack of generosity, the not knowing, or not wanting, to share whatever much or little one has…  Losing sight of the fact that, EVERYTHING we are and have belongs to God.

Those who fall prey to the dynamics, the game and logic of wealth, power, luxuries, pleasures, manipulation and dominion, quickly forget God, and the end for which they were created, carrying that logic and that behavior to every environment in their lives and, consequently, are lost forever.  In Mark 8:36-27, Jesus asks:  “For what does it profit a man, to gain the whole world and forfeit his life?  For what can a man give in return for his life?”  You have nothing to give, because your own life does not belong to you…

Countless are the passages of the Gospel where Jesus tries to warn us about the dangers of getting trapped in the “I,” in the “here,” and in the “now.”  Today, after having prepared us for two consecutive weeks, telling us about the power of that which is small and simple, Jesus reveals before our very eyes, where it is, and what is the real treasure that we must try to find at all costs.
Let us then ask the ever Blessed Virgin Mary, and our patron saints, to always help us walk in the path of righteousness and humility, surrendering all things to God, as they did.
3. Questions to lead the reflection (Read each item slowly, and leave a moment of silence after each question to allow our brothers and sisters to reflect):
a) Where are my personal “treasures” buried, on earth or in heaven?

b) Could I leave absolutely everything behind, to obtain the most precious treasure:  Eternal Life?

c) How valuable are for me, the peacefulness and pleasures of earthly life vs. eternal happiness?

d) What is the balance of my material and spiritual “investments”…?  How much time, effort and money am I dedicating to earthly things, and how much am I investing on heavenly matters?

e) What am I doing to make sure that my family gives more value to spiritual, rather than material wealth?

4. Comments from the brothers and sisters: After a few moments of silence, the participants of the Little House of Prayer will be given time to speak, to express their opinions, reflections and comments.  As always, we will seek everyone’s participation.
5. Concordances between the Holy Gospel and the Catechism of the Catholic Church (Canons 546, 550, 2632, 3
546 Jesus' invitation to enter his kingdom comes in the form of parables, a characteristic feature of his teaching (Cf. Mk 4:33-34). Through his parables he invites people to the feast of the kingdom, but he also asks for a radical choice: to gain the kingdom, one must give everything (Cf. Mt 13:44-45; 22:1-14). Words are not enough; deeds are required (Cf. Mt 21: 28-32). The parables are like mirrors for man: will he be hard soil or good earth for the word? (Cf. Mt 13:3-9) What use has he made of the talents he has received? (Cf. Mt 25:14-30).

550 The coming of God's kingdom means the defeat of Satan's (Cfr. Mt 12:26):  "If it is by the Spirit of God that I cast out demons, then the kingdom of God has come upon you" (Mt 12:28).  Jesus' exorcisms free some individuals from the domination of demons (Cfr. Lk 8:26-39).  They anticipate Jesus' great victory over "the ruler of this world" (Cfr. Jn 12:31).  The kingdom of God will be definitively established through Christ's cross: “Regnavit a ligno Deus” ("God reigned from the wood" hymn “Vexilla Regis”). 

2632 Christian petition is centered on the desire and search for the Kingdom to come, in keeping with the teaching of Christ.  There is a hierarchy in these petitions: we pray first for the Kingdom, then for what is necessary to welcome it and cooperate with its coming. This collaboration with the mission of Christ and the Holy Spirit, which is now that of the Church, is the object of the prayer of the apostolic community.  It is the prayer of Paul, the apostle par excellence, which reveals to us how the divine solicitude for all the churches ought to inspire Christian prayer.  By prayer every baptized person works for the coming of the Kingdom.

3 Those who with God’s help have welcomed Christ’s call and freely responded to it are urged on by love of Christ to proclaim the Good News everywhere in the world. This treasure received from the apostles, has been faithfully guarded by their successors.  All Christ’s faithful are called to hand it on from generation to generation, by professing the faith, by living it in fraternal sharing, and by celebrating it in liturgy and prayer (Cfr. Acts 2:42).
6. Reflection with the Great Crusade – CS 81 – Jesus
Tend to My affairs; seek My Kingdom and its righteousness, for I will not stop providing your children with all that they need, and you will be saved and will obtain that treasure of eternal happiness that no one will be able to take away from you… Use the temporal goods only to conserve your lives during the brief length of time that you will live. Meditate unceasingly on the fact that you are here as pilgrims but charged with a very important commission: your salvation and that of your brothers and sisters.

7. Virtue of the Month:  This month, we will practice the virtue of Faith (Catechism of the Catholic Church 1666, 2609, 2690, 2087, 2088, 2089)

This week, we will meditate upon Canon 2089, which textually says:

2089 Incredulity is the neglect of revealed truth or the willful refusal to assent to it. "Heresy is the obstinate post-baptismal denial of some truth which must be believed with divine and catholic faith, or it is likewise an obstinate doubt concerning the same; apostasy is the total repudiation of the Christian faith; schism is the refusal of submission to the Roman Pontiff or of communion with the members of the Church subject to him." (CIC can. 751)
And the Great Crusade tells us: CL 49 & DH 14 - Jesus
CL 49 When souls are surrendered completely to Me, live to do My Will, and living in grace live in Me and I in them, My image remains engraved in the soul, with indelible characters, and will never erase.  My Kingdom on earth will make that possible because with everyone taking My mark in their souls, they will conform their actions and love to My Will.
DH 14 Oh, what a delightful place I have prepared for those who love Me.  The pains and sorrows of earth have passed away and their tears have turned into gems on their garments.  Oh, tell everyone not to waste God’s gifts.  They know that the Kingdom of Heaven is and what they will miss if they lose it.  Does not the Gospel say that one should sell everything to buy that field?  Look for it and work for it.

8. Weekly purposes:
In relation to the Gospel:  I will take advantage of the time my family and I spend together during meals, to reflect about our scale of values.  If I have not done so already, I will advise the Facilitator of my LHOP, how much I intend to contribute on a monthly basis to support this Work, and I will seriously keep my commitment.

In relation to this month’s virtue:  I will pay attention to the influence that the media has over my family.  We will try to select the content of the shows we watch, to protect our faith.
9. Final Comments or Questions: Once again, the participants will be given time to speak briefly about the excerpts from the Catechism, the Great Crusade or any other topic of interest to the House of Prayer, the Apostolate or the Church in general.







