Little house of prayer August 24, 2014  The 21st  Sunday in ordinary time
Reading 1    is 22:19-23
Thus says the LORD to Shebna, master of the palace:
“I will thrust you from your office and pull you down from your station.
On that day I will summon my servant Eliakim, son of Hilkiah;
I will clothe him with your robe, and gird him with your sash, and give over to him your authority.
He shall be a father to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and to the house of Judah.
I will place the key of the House of David on Eliakim’s shoulder;
when he opens, no one shall shut when he shuts, no one shall open.
I will fix him like a peg in a sure spot, to be a place of honor for his family.”

The Word of the Lord          Thanks be to God

Responsorial Psalm  ps 138:1-2, 2-3, 6, 8
R/ (8bc) Lord, your love is eternal; do not forsake the work of your hands.
I will give thanks to you, O LORD, with all my heart, for you have heard the words of my mouth;
in the presence of the angels I will sing your praise; I will worship at your holy temple.
R/ Lord, your love is eternal; do not forsake the work of your hands.
I will give thanks to your name, because of your kindness and your truth:
When I called, you answered me; you built up strength within me.
R/ Lord, your love is eternal; do not forsake the work of your hands.
The LORD is exalted, yet the lowly he sees, and the proud he knows from afar.
Your kindness, O LORD, endures forever; forsake not the work of your hands.
R/ Lord, your love is eternal; do not forsake the work of your hands.
Reading 2:    rom 11:33-36
Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! 
How inscrutable are his judgments and how unsearchable his ways!
For who has known the mind of the Lord
or who has been his counselor?
Or who has given the Lord anything
that he may be repaid?
For from him and through him and for him are all things. 
To him be glory forever. Amen.

The Word of the Lord            Thanks be to God

Proclamation of the Holy Gospel according to  Mathew          mt 16:13-20
Jesus went into the region of Caesarea Philippi and he asked his disciples,
“Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” 
They replied, “Some say John the Baptist, others Elijah, still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 
He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” 
Simon Peter said in reply, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”  Jesus said to him in reply,
“Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah.  For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my heavenly Father. 
And so I say to you, you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church,
and the gates of the netherworld shall not prevail against it.  I will give you the keys to the kingdom of heaven. 
Whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven; and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.” 
Then he strictly ordered his disciples to tell no one that he was the Christ.

The Gospel of the Lord            Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ

2. CATHOLIC CONVERSATIONS ON THE SCRIPTURES

Archdiocese of Miami - Ministry of Christian Formation
There can be little doubt that Jesus made a great impression on those who heard or met him. That he dies by crucifixion

already excludes him from being a passive member of his society. He made waves, rocked the boat, and eventually it

overturned. That those who heard him or knew reports of him would identify him with prophets such as Elijah or Jeremiah

tells us how impacting and widespread his prophetic mission must have been. Yet, those closest to him were able to

observe that there was even far more to him, as is attested to by today’s gospel text. Today people hold various opinions

about Jesus also. Some are awed and inspired by him, others perplexed and confused, still others feel unsettled and

threatened by him. Yet, the question of today’s gospel is not merely “What do people say?”, but rather “Who do you say

that I am?” A Christian is a person who, like Simon son of Jonah, responds with conviction: “I say that you are the Christ,

the Son of the living God.” Basing herself/himself on the testimony of the Christian community, founded on the apostles,

the Christian professes, “I say you are the Christ, the Son of the living God,” regardless of public opinion or his/her own

human limitations. This is the central claim, confession of faith, of the Church: that Jesus Christ is Lord and Savior, the

messiah, the Son of the living God. The Christian good news, the Gospel, is therefore not only the good news of Jesus

Christ (his teachings, message, deeds), but also the good news about Jesus Christ (who he is and what he has

accomplished). At the heart of the Christian faith and movement is not a set of ideals or philosophy, not even a religion

and ethical system, but rather a Someone, the person Jesus Christ. In Jesus Christ we encounter the human face of

God, the Son of God who – without ceasing to be God – has become human in all things except in the inhumanity (the

counter-humanity, the anti-humanity) that is sin. This has profound and far-reaching implications for all the world and for

all to whom this has been ‘revealed’ not merely by their own investigations and efforts or by others, but ‘by the heavenly

Father’. This faith makes profound personal and universal claims, and has personal, moral, spiritual, social, economic

and political implications. Today’s gospel text also attests to the primacy of Peter’s mission and ministry in the Church “to

strengthen his sisters and brothers,” to “shepherd and care for the Lord’s flock.” Borrowing language used by Isaiah

about the Eliakim, the chief administrator of the palace for king Hezekiah, who guarded the gates of Jerusalem from the

Assyrian army ready to destroy it, Jesus changes Simon’s name to Peter (Kephas/Petros – the “rock”), symbol of a new

mission, and entrusts to him the “keys of the kingdom of heaven,” symbol of being the authorized administrator, guardian,

and sign of the unity of “God’s household,” the Church. Today, together with Pope Francis, the 267th successor of Saint

Peter, Christians continue to profess with words, deeds, and witness of life that “Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God

The Father.”

3. Questions to lead the reflection (Read each item slowly, and leave a moment of silence after each question to allow our brothers and sisters to reflect):
By all accounts, Jesus made a profound impact in his society. His prophetic mission was groundbreaking.

Jesus Christ is not merely a prophet or an envoy of God, but is God himself present in the Person of his Son –

grace definitively and irrevocably united to the human person and to all Creation. Christianity is a Person, Jesus

Christ.

Peter and his successors are given the mission and ministry of governing and serving the household of God, the

Church. And, despite the Church’s troubles and shortcomings throughout history, the “gates of death will not

prevail against it,” because the Church is always the Church of Jesus Christ: “I will build my church.”

For our shared or personal reflection:

After a brief pause for silent reflection. Share your answers

What difference – what impact – has Jesus Christ made in the world?

What are the ways in which I answer Jesus’ question “Who do you say that I am?”? What are the implications of

the Christian response?

Do I seek to learn and live what the Church, the bishops, and the Pope teach?

Suggested readings: Catechism of the Catholic Church paragraphs 751-762, 857-865

4. Concordances between the Holy Gospel and the Catechism of the Catholic Church

881   The Lord made Simon alone, whom he named Peter, the “rock” of his Church. He gave him the keys of his Church and instituted him shepherd of the whole flock.400 “The office of binding and loosing which was given to Peter was also assigned to the college of apostles united to its head.”401 This pastoral office of Peter and the other apostles belongs to the Church’s very foundation and is continued by the bishops under the primacy of the Pope. 

882   The Pope, Bishop of Rome and Peter’s successor, “is the perpetual and visible source and foundation of the unity both of the bishops and of the whole company of the faithful.”402 “For the Roman Pontiff, by reason of his office as Vicar of Christ, and as pastor of the entire Church has full, supreme, and universal power over the whole Church, a power which he can always exercise unhindered.”403 

883   “The college or body of bishops has no authority unless united with the Roman Pontiff, Peter’s successor, as its head.” As such, this college has “supreme and full authority over the universal Church; but this power cannot be exercised without the agreement of the Roman Pontiff.”404 LG 22; CDC can.336)

2040    Thus a true filial spirit toward the Church can develop among Christians. It is the normal flowering of the baptismal grace which has begotten us in the womb of the Church and made us members of the Body of Christ. In her motherly care, the Church grants us the mercy of God which prevails over all our sins and is especially at work in the sacrament of reconciliation. With a mother’s foresight, she also lavishes on us day after day in her liturgy the nourishment of the Word and Eucharist of the Lord. 

159   Faith and science: “Though faith is above reason, there can never be any real discrepancy between faith and reason. Since the same God who reveals mysteries and infuses faith has bestowed the light of reason on the human mind, God cannot deny himself, nor can truth ever contradict truth.”37 “Consequently, methodical research in all branches of knowledge, provided it is carried out in a truly scientific manner and does not override moral laws, can never conflict with the faith, because the things of the world and the things of faith derive from the same God. The humble and persevering investigator of the secrets of nature is being led, as it were, by the hand of God in spite of himself, for it is God, the conserver of all things, who made them what they are.”38 

797   “What the soul is to the human body, the Holy Spirit is to the Body of Christ, which is the Church.”243 “To this Spirit of Christ, as an invisible principle, is to be ascribed the fact that all the parts of the body are joined one with the other and with their exalted head; for the whole Spirit of Christ is in the head, the whole Spirit is in the body, and the whole Spirit is in each of the members.”244 The Holy Spirit makes the Church “the temple of the living God”:245 (2Cor 6,16;Cfr,1 Cor 3 ;, 16-17 ; Ef. 2,21)
Indeed, it is to the Church herself that the “Gift of God” has been entrusted.... It is in her that communion with Christ has been deposited, that is to say: the Holy Spirit, the pledge of incorruptibility, the strengthening of our faith and the ladder of our ascent to God.... For where the Church is, there also is God’s Spirit; where God’s Spirit is, there is the Church and every grace.246 St. IReneous
CIC  875   “How are they to believe in him of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without a preacher? And how can men preach unless they are sent?”390 No one—no individual and no community—can proclaim the Gospel to himself: “Faith comes from what is heard.”391 No one can give himself the mandate and the mission to proclaim the Gospel. The one sent by the Lord does not speak and act on his own authority, but by virtue of Christ’s authority; not as a member of the community, but speaking to it in the name of Christ. No one can bestow grace on himself; it must be given and offered. This fact presupposes ministers of grace, authorized and empowered by Christ. From him, bishops and priests receive the mission and faculty (“the sacred power”) to act in persona Christi Capitis; deacons receive the strength to serve the people of God in the diaconia of liturgy, word, and charity, in communion with the bishop and his presbyterate. The ministry in which Christ’s emissaries do and give by God’s grace what they cannot do and give by their own powers, is called a “sacrament” by the Church’s tradition. Indeed, the ministry of the Church is conferred by a special sacrament. 
6. Reflection with the Great Crusade  CS 141
Dear Peter had believed in My Divinity, as children believe in their mama,

which is to say without discernment, due to intense feeling and little comprehension.

2) Thus, Peter soon began to see Me again as a man, and to love Me in the simple fashion that ensues

from intense friendship. But later he became a wholehearted defender of My Divinity.

7. Virtue of the Month:  This month, we will practice the virtue of Prudence (canons 1806,1835,1906,1805,1787,788)
This week, we will meditate upon Canon  1805    which textually says.

Four virtues play a pivotal role and accordingly are called “cardinal”; all the others are grouped around them. They are: prudence, justice, fortitude, and temperance. “If anyone loves righteousness, [Wisdom’s] labors are virtues; for she teaches temperance and prudence, justice, and courage.”64 These virtues are praised under other names in many passages of Scripture.

And the Great Crusade tells us: CM 4
6) I want you to delve deeply into all of this. Love is a fellowship where through My goodness, charity

allows itself to be obtained. Love is gentleness, strength, and humble graces, for love keeps guard

alertly over all the senses. Love is chaste and sensible through the union of its faithfulness. Love is prudent,

valiant, patient, suffering, and enduring. I am Love.
8. Weekly purposes

In relation to the Gospel:  I will prepare reflecting on my life and how I am doing my vocation. I will go to visit the Lord in the Blessed Sacrament; I'll explain further what I think of him. lights I will ask you to meet me and strengthen me to follow.
In relation to this month’s virtue :   This week I'll let others speak before me, listen and meditate their opinions and guard my tongue, not to hurt anyone with my words.
9. Comments Final:  
